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Protect Kaho‘olawe ‘Ohana ,
P.O. Box 39
Kaunakakai, Hawai'i 96748 '

February 18, 2021

State Boards & Commissions
Office of the Governor
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Aloha Kakou,
I am writing on behalf of the Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana ('Ohana) to recommend the reappointment of Michelle Miki‘ala Pescaia
(Ms. Pescaia) to the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission (KIRC) for a full four-year term.

HRS Chapter SK Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Section 5. Commission provides that "(2) Two members shall be appointed by the
governor from a list provided by the Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana." The Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana provided a list from which Ms.
Pescaia was first appointed to the KIRC on July 1, 2019 to complete a two-year term that expires on June 30, 2021. As she has
effectively fulfilled the responsibilities of Commissioner since her appointment, we would like to recommend that she be re-
appointed so that she can serve a full four years. _

Ms. Pescaia’s deep, personal connection with Kaho'olawe began twenty-five years ago with her first huaka’i (access) and participant
in our annual Makahiki ceremonies. Since then she has returned many times as a restoration volunteer and to participate in cultural
and religious ceremony. She has brought her family, students and fellow community members to Kaho'olawe to join-in the history
and the generational work needed to restore this most sacred island. Ms. Pescaia is also actively involved in ‘Ohana islands-wide
meetings and continues to provide a unique, grounded perspective in all discussions.

Ms. Pescaia has sen/ed a full five year term on the Molokai Planning Commission, with one year as chair as well as several terms on
the Molokai Island Burial Council. Through this service, she has developed a strong understanding of land use and management,
historic preservation, cultural resource management, conservation, and politics. Serving on boards of several non-profits, she
understands the components of business plans and management, volunteer programs, education and outreach, asset building,
networking and liability. These are all assets that will be beneficial to service on the KIRC. Her resume is attached.

As we are asked to provide a list for Governor lge to consider, our organization also includes Ms. Faith Kahale Saito and Mr. Jensen
Kalama Chock for this nomination list. Their resumes are attached and they have submitted an online application to the State Boards
and Commissions site. It is our hope that may be considered for any future openings and appointments.

Ms. Saito has a M.S. in Counseling Psychology and a B.S. in Family Resources from UH Manoa. She is currently a Native Hawaiian
Counselor at Honolulu Community College and formerly worked for the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission as the Cultural
Resources Project Coordinator. Ms. Saito is a Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana volunteer and kua leader.

Mr. Chock has a M.Ed. in Teaching majoring in Elementary Education and specializing in Hawaiian Immersion. He also has a Bachelor
of Arts in Hawaiian Language and currently works for Kamehameha Schools as Kumu 'Olelo Hawai'i and a Cultural Specialist for
Ho'okahua in the Community Education Department. Ms. Chock is a volunteer, kua access support and Mo'o Lono in Training for
the Protect Kaho'olawe ‘Ohana. .

Thank you for forwarding this nomination to Governor David lge. I can be contacted at pko.huakai@gmall.com or 808-783-3281 for
any questions or request for more information.

Aloh uima.

Kylee P maikB'| Mar_ . ,
(Ohana Access Coordinator & KIRC Point-of-Contact for Ohana

cc. M;chae| N3hQ'0pi'l, Executive Director, KIRC
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Margaret Pulver 
Testifying for Protect 
Kaho'olawe 'Ohana 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Michelle Pescaia is strong and appropriate choice for KIRC Commissioner. Her 
experience, knowledge, and skills will allow her to represent the 'Ohana in working 
towards the revitalization and restoration of Kanaloa-Kaho'olawe. I have the utmost faith 
that she will always do what is best for island. 
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Keomailani Hanapi 
Hirata 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support Michelle Pescaia 
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Matt Hatakeyama Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senate Leaders, 

Mahalo for your continues leadership in these tough times.  We appreciate you.    

Today I'm writitng in support of GM 683 the confirmation of Michelle Pescaia to 
Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission as Commissioner.   From our days at 
Kamehameha Schools Kapalama Campus to her work with the National Parks to now, 
Michelle is and will always be Aloha Aina.   Her experience, wealth of knowledge and 
willingness to find solutions for every problem, makes Michelle an assest to KIRC. 

  

Mahalo, 

Matt Hatakeyama 
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Hokulani Holt-Padilla Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the consideration and confirmation to the Kahoolawe Island Reserve 
Commission, Gubernatorial Nominee, MICHELLE PESCAIA, for a term to expire 06-30-
2025. 

HÅ• kÅ«lani Holt-Padilla 
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